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CiA asks exemption from freedom of information act
BY TRA ALLEN

The CI4 asked Congress Tuesday for gxemption from Freedom of Informztion

requirements that the agency said could endanger the ljives of agents and
ormants.
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But CIA Deputy Director John McMahon tald the Senzte Intelligence Committee

that the proposed Exemptions would not apply to information that coulgd reveal
tover-ups of illegal behavior by the Spy agency, promising ‘‘there will not ever
agsin be 2 repeat of the improprieties of the past.'’ :

The CIA was rocked by disclosures in the migd-1970s that it engaged in
1llegal spying against domestic dissident groups.

The bill sought by the CIA and backed by the administration and committee

~Chzirman Barry Goldwater, R-Ariz., would exempt the agency from having to search
1ts extensive operations files before turning down reguests on security grounds.

Showing & picture of a2 female staffer dwarfed by a 9 -fopt stsck of requec ted

cocuments, McMahon said the agency has won all but one of 256 court decisions
challienging its refusal to disclose information.

Ut he szid the law's requirement that the agency search its files to .
rmine what to protect takes valuable time from agents, could lead to the
istaken release of 2 name or incident compromising national security and
iclates the ClA's need to '‘compartmentalize'® its files to prevent one
section from learning another's secrets.
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''Although, in the case of records gleaned from operational files,'' McMahon

said, ''virtually none of this informastion is released to the reguester,
security risks remain which are inherent in the review process.''

Even when fragmentary information is released, he said, ‘'Those (informants)
have trusted us may 1lose their reputation, their livelihood, or their lives.
well-being of their families is 2%t stake if one apparently inhocuous item

ls intoc hostile hands and turns out to be a crucial lead.'’
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‘It 1s gifficult, therefore, to convince one who is secretly cooperating

Wwith us that some day he will not awaken to find in a U.S. Newspaper or magazine
an article that identifies him as a Cla spy.'’

A5 & result, McMahon said, there are cases in which the CIA never obtains
vitel informztion because of reluctance by sources.
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He said the public would benefit Dy the exemptions by having the backlog of
1timate requests recuced from the current two-to-three-yesr waiting period.

Sen. Patrick Leshy, D-vt., & defencer of the law as uritt;n, said helwauld
g convinced that the CIA would npt use the exemption to provice less
1t doEs now. :
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